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396 The Old Testament Student. 

STUDY XXXVIII.— JESUS AND THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
I. Introductory. 

1. By the "Old Testament" as used here are understood not only the Scriptures themselves, but 

also the life and thought which they unfold. 

2. Jesus the Christ lived and worked as one among this people whose past history and literature 

were preserved in this volume. It continued a living force in his day, the chief element 
in education*, read in the synagogues, appealed to as authoritative in determining the 
will of God. 

3. Hence Jesus must have stood in most vital relations to this Book. What he thought of it, 

the use he made of it, and his position in connection with the life and thought which it 
revealed, are important topics to be considered in this " Study." 

II. Jesus and Old Testament History. 

Consider the following points : 

1. He was familiar with the events of the O. T. history, e. g. : Mk. 10:6,7 ; John 

1:51; 3:14; 6:49; Lk. 4:25-27; 17:26-32; Mt. 12:3-8; 11:24; 23:35, etc. 

2. He was himself closely connected with that history and life : 1) by descent, Mt. 

1:1-17 ; 2) by recalling and emphasizing its lessons (see above) ; 3) by exer- 
cising the functions of some of the most important elements of that life, 
e. g. (a) the legislative*— he was a law-giver— cf. Mt. chs. 5-7 ; Mk. 10:6-12 ; 
John 13:34; 14:15; 15:12; (b) the prophetic— he was a prophet— John 6:14 ; 
including (1) authoritative teaching, John 7:16 ; (2) prediction, Mk. 13 ; (3) 
prophetic themes of his teaching, Mt. 4:17, etc. 

3. His independence of the Old Testament :f 1) Consider the following passages : 

Mt. 12:6; John 8:58; Lk. 5:36-39; Mk. 2:28; Mt. 7:29; John 4:21-23; 2) 
view the Sermon on the Mount from the point of view of a legislation 
unique and independent of all other teachers ; 3) inquire thoughtfully into 
the strength of the following positions : (a) Jesus recognized much of the 
Old Testament teaching as imperfect in form and spirit ; (b) in his teaching 
and his action he showed his superiority to it ; (c) while (1) not bidding men 
to abandon this revelation, but (2) rather revealing the deep moral and 
spiritual elements in it, — he yet superseded it as an authoritative system by 

(1) fulfilling its teachings and life ; (2) claiming a supreme authority for 
himself and his teachings ; (d) he was, then, (1) not a revolutionary upsetter ; 

(2) nor a more devout follower, merely, of the O. T. ; but (3) the founder of 
a new order of life, which takes up into itself, surpasses and only therein 
abrogates the Old Testament. 

4. He claimed to be the Christ to whom all the fathers looked forward and in 

whom all the history was fulfilled, cf. John 8:56 (see below). 

III. Jesus and the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The following topics are to be noted : 

1. His quotations from the O. T. : 1) about thirty direct quotations and many 

other references ; 2) observe the names he gives it, e. g. Lk. 4:21 ; 24:44 ; 

Mk. 12:24 ; Mt. 7:12 ; John 10:35, etc. ; 3) note the form of these quotations ; 

compare Mt. 21:16 with Ps. 8:2 ; Mt. 19:5 with Gen. 2:24 ; Mk. 7:6 with Isa. 



* Ecce Homo, ch. 4. 

t See Neander, Life of Christ, Bk. IV., Part I., ch. 2. 
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29:13, etc. ; 4) from a comparison of passages note his method of interpret- 
ing the Old Testament, whether (a) the traditional method of his time ; (b) 
essentially the modern historical method ; (c) an original method, peculiar 
to himself, ignoring the formal contents, but drawing out the spiritual and 
divine elements in the Old Testament revelation ; 5) conclusion as to his 
knowledge of and training in the O. T. 

2. His use of the O. T. : 1) for illustration and argument, Mt. 12:3-6,39-42 ; 6:29 ; 

2) in defence of his claims as the Christ, John 5:39,46,47 ; Lk. 24:26,27 ; 
Mk. 12:35-37; 3) in time of sore trial, Mt. 4:4,7,10; Mk. 15:34; Lk. 23:46. 

3. His regard for the O. T. :* 1) from the foregoing facts sum up what may be 

said of Jesus' regard for the O. T. ; 2) note also Mt. 5:17,18 ; John 10:35 ; 
Lk. 16:31; Lk. 24:44,46; 3) the bearing of all these facts upon our con- 
ception of the O. T. history and writings. 



STUDY XXXIX.— JESUS AND HIS TIMES. 
I. Introductory. 

1. Jesus was a man of his time. It is important to emphasize this fact which is often over- 

looked. It was not accidental that he lived in Palestine among Jews. His earthly 
activity and teaching were suited to those whom he saw and addressed. Through the 
forms of speech and courses of life which characterized his people he conveyed the 
message of universal truth. 

2. If this is true, then, in studying his relation to his times we gain the only sure foundation on 

which to build our understanding of his teaching and relations to all time. We shall hope 
to escape many dangers arising from the attempt to apply indiscriminately and Imme- 
diately to other and different circumstances what was first intended for a special case 
among a particular series of circumstances. It is believed that not only will the person 
and life of Jesus be more clearly seen and more highly estimated, but also his universal 
relations and the breadth and power of his teaching for us and all men will be more 
firmly grasped by a study of "Jesus and his times." 

3. It is to be remembered by the student that these outlines are not intended to be accepted by 

him without study, reflection and reading. They are to guide and stimulate, not to 
furnish a substitute for, original, careful study. References to the best literature, as 
also to that presumably available to all, are given. 

II. Jesus as a Jew. 

Recall the topics of "Study" XXXIII. and note, 1) his genuinely Jewish 
childhood ;t 2) the absence of any foreign influences (cf . Saul of Tarsus) ; 3) 
the geographical limits of his life and activity ; cf . Mt. 15:24. 

2. Observe the Jewish customs which he observed, e. g., 1) the language he spoke ; 

2) observance of feasts ; 3) synagogue-worship, Lk. 4:16 ; 4) other customs, 
e. g. clothing, John 19:23 ; feasting, Lk. 5:29, etc. 

3. A similar Jewish characteristic in the form of his discourses, 1) their gnomic 

character, cf. Lk. 10:1-5 ; 2) their figures of speech, cf. Mt. 13. 

III. Jesus and the People. 

1. From hints in the Gospels determine to what class of the people Jesus 
belonged; cf. Mk. 6:2,3; Lk. 2:1-7, etc. 

* See some remarks in Weiss, Life of Christ, vol. II., pp. 63 sq. 
tVallings.p. 52. 



